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Interview No. 1. Name: Katsumi Hiura 
address:53 Eaten Street, Wabsenville, Califernia 


Interviewer: Rev.Sumie Koga, pastor ef Westview United Pasaogtenian Cuesdh 
Watsonville ,California 

Translator: same 

eee Teday is Octeber 2nd and I am new at Mr. Hiura is heme. lo will 

like to recerd about the experiences of his life through this interview. 

Mr. Hiura, where were yeu bern? 

Hiura: Hireshima-ken. 

Interviewer: When were. yeu bern? | 

Hiura: Meiji 33( 1900 A.M.) November 3rd. 

Interviewer: Was the Russe Japanese War ever by that time? 

Hiura: I th ink it was after the Russe ipanede War ended. 

Interviewer: Were you in Japan when we had the Werld War I? 

Hiura: I think I was still in Japan, but I am not se sure. 

Interviewer: Do ae remember anything abeut that War? 

Hiura: I den't recall anything . 

Interviewer:Then, when did yeu come to the U.S.A. 

Hiura: I caméto the Untied States in 1915. # 

Interviewer: Why did you decide te ceme te the U.S.A.? 

Hiura: I cam e because my father called - te come. 

Interviewer: You went te grammer scheoel in Japan, didn't yeu? 

Hiura: Yes, I ae 

Interviwwer: De you rembmer anything about Japan? Bedddéd# Dig you have ANY 

ether brether or sister? | 

Hiura: I had a fyoung’brother , who came to the U.S.A with me at the same 

time. 

Tasreewan: Your folks were already here in the States and they smease 


to come, but while you were in Japan# who teok care of you? 


Y 


Hiura: My grandfather and grandmether teek care of me. 

Interviewer: Yeu came te United States in 1915, that means it was the time of 
Panama Werld Expesitioen , wasn't it? | 

Hiura: When I landed in San Francisce it was in the middle of the expesition. 
Interviewer: Did yeu ceme directly te U.S.A . or ### stepped ever at Hawaitdi 

fer a while? 

Hiura: I came directly te the U.S.A. 

Interviewer: Yeu came te San Francisce, but were yeur parents living there? 
Hiura: Ne, they were living mean aban Francisce called Schastapela: 

Interviewer: Then you jeined yeur felks right after yeu arrived in San Francisce? 
Hiura: Yes. | 

Ipterviewer: De yeu recall anything abeut the U.S.A. at that time? 

Hiura: I den't remember anything specific, but I felt that America is a wenderful 
place. . 

Interview: Didn't yeu meet the imigratien officer? 

Hiura: Yes, I did. 

Interviewer: Did you go te the Island (Angel Islands)? 

Hiura: Yes, I went te the Island. I stayed there twe er three days. 

Interviewer: Hew was the attitude of the imigratien officer teward yeu? 

Hiura: Well, He was fairly kind censidering everything. 

Interviewer: Did seme ene ceme te fetch pou at the Island? 

Hiura: Yes, my father came and after questioning I was able te land. 

Interviewer: Then, yeur entrance was precessed very smeethly witheut any preblem, 
isn't that right? | 

Hiura: Yes, that is correct. 

Interviwer: Were hers ether peeple at the imigratien effice? 

Hiura: Yes, there were many ether? 


Interviewer: Yeur impressien ef White man was very geed as yeu arrived in this 


ceuntry, wasn't it? 


43) 


Interviewer: When re went te Sebastapeel Yeu started te werk fer yeur father 
right away? | 

Hiura: I was suppesed te ge te scheel right away at first but since it was in bhe 
middle ef the semister I ceuldn't ge te scheel , se I werked. 

Interviewer: Then, you did ge te grammer scheel in this ceuntry , isn't that so? 
Hiura?Yes. 

Interviewer: Then how leng did you ge te scheel? 7 | 
Hiura: Well, I had is start frem A,B,C, se I started scheel frem the first grade 
and gradually premoted as I learned. | 

Interviewer: Up te what grade did you go? 

Hiura: In these days there were only a few grades in grammer scheel, se I went 
fer a few years and stayed out for a while and then went again fer ceuple of 
years. Then later since this wasn't eneugh I went te Alameda te study. 
Interviewer: Se, you went te Alameda for a while, is that se! 

Hiura: I was doing 8 %cheol bey jeb there in Alameda . I started in the regular 
class from third grade on. | 
Interviewer: Please tell me abeut yeur Alameda experience. 

Hiura: I was geod in arithmatic and there was very little I had te learn but my 
preblem was the language and teacher cencentrated en teaching me the subject. 
abeewieden: Did you werk in Alameda for a while? 

Hiura: Ne, my father raised strawberry and apples se he was very busy during the 
farming season se I helped him .dg#taeiiheibine I used the time when he wasn't 
busy te study at school. | 

Interview: Then youv####education was net centinueus threugh eub the — but 
HEPY occasional. 

Hiura: Yes, yeu are right. 

Interviewer: You studied during the slack seasen then you returned te Sebastapeol 


fer work during the farm seasen . And returned again to Alameda during the winter? 
Hiura: That is correct. 


Interviewer: You centinued yeur study and werk fer a while and finally in 192) 
you were married and settled dewn in Sebataapeol. 

Hiura: That is correct. 

Interviwser: Tell me abeut your experience ef marriage , which teek place in 
Japan. | | 

Hiura: Well, in 192) since there was a warning that if I didn't get married by 
that time there may net be any eppertunity any more, se I went back to Japan te 
get married. | 

Interviewer: Did she have te ge te the Angel Island, when she came , tee? 
Hiura 2 Yes, of seas. | 

Inteyviewer: Did she stayed abeut twe er three days? 

Hiura: Yes. | 

Interviewer: Did you go after her at the Island? 


Hiura: No, my father had te ge and get her. 
She was permitted to come after twe days stay. 


Interviewer: You both lived in Sebastapeel for a while then yeu came te Watsonville 
iOD7 and ararted 4c Apple drying bus aces ‘: 

Himras Yes. | 

Interviewer: Tell me about the apple precessing business. 

Hiura: Apple factery was owned by the Chinese , who had the senierity in the basiness 
at that time. When the Werld War I came te a close there was a depression in the 
land and such business was ne lenger pessible. When we teek ever the eacbeny it 
was run dewn . Bank teld us oe take ever the business , se we took ever the 
business threugh the Bank. 

Interviewer: You said previeusly that it cest about $5000. Is it correct? 

Hiura: #éYes, you are right. 

Interviewer: When you took ever the factory did you install the machineries? 


Hiura: Yes. Since## there was hardly anything left inside the factery we had te 


install everything. $5000 in those days were valuable and cempare to today's 
currency it would amount te $50,000 7 


ee ee did you de with the dried apples yeu made? Did yeu export 

them? 

Hiura: Yes. In these days dixed apples were used by many ceuntries and they were 

geing te Europe. There were many buyers fer our preduct. 

Interviewer: You # needed labers te handle the produc tien end. What kind ef peeple 

worked for you? 

Hiura: In those days it was mostly Phillipinoes. 

Interviwees Were there any Japanese jeren? 

Hiura: Yes , ef course we had some Japanese working fer us, but the specialized 
werk were dene by the Phillipine people. There were seme Chinese werker also. 
Interviewer: How many cpu did you have? 

Hiura: Well, lO people mere er less. 

intenwacuer: How much apples did you process? 

Hiura: About 3 tens a day. 

Interviwer: It was co ogporation wasn't it? 

Hiura: Well, yes. 

Interviewer: When the World War II broke eut I understand tt yeu were interned 
ina eset camp in North Daketa . And stayed there for four menths. 

Hiura: Yes. 

Interviewer: While you were in the special camp did the efficers ask any dif- 
ficult questions? 

Hiura: Ne. Not that I could think of. It was a simple questien such as,"De yeu 
think Emperor is a Ged?" It was semething in that line ef questiening. 
Interviewer: Most likely they wanted to knew where yeur leyalty lied. 

Hiuras Yes, I think se. 

Interviewer: Frem the special camp you went to Arizene, isn't that right? 
Hiura: Yes. 


Interviewer: Please tell me about your experience in Posten , Arizona. 


Hiura: It was a callp built 


with lumber with paper w alls . 


Tt was very cold in winter. 


in the middle ef desert, 5° the barracks were built 


poeple with Little children had prierity on the oil. 


concern those who had special pesition such as blo 


received wages $19 a month, and ethers received $16. 


didn't receive anything - 


and stayed in the hopital almost elemem months, 


Hiura: Yes. 


Interviewer: How was the facilities of the hospital? 


circumstances » put personally a felt it was rather i 


poor and the place wRs cold. There wer 


Interviewer: After the war 


There were deuble roof because of the heat. 


Though we puilt fire we did n't have enough eil and 


As far as jobs are 


ck manager, police, and doecters 


and the labors $12. Unemployed 


Interviewer + T understand that you were hospitalized in the Relocation Center 


is that right? 


Hiura: The Hespital was quite welipauipped considering the situation and the 
nadequate .- Like food was 


e many who died due te lack of care. 


you returned to Watsonville. Will you tell us about 


hew you got started. in yeur business again. 


Hiura: We returned 197 - 


Interviewer: l remember 191.7, because 1 visited this 


Howard Toriuni whe was the 
Wiuratis that so. 

Interviewer: tages that 
, while. Will you tell s 


Hiura: There were about 1O 


My sister and her family and two er three £ 


town to be with Rev. 


pastor of your Church at that time. | 


your factery was used as the Hestel fer people fer 


about that experience? 


families staying in our factory and Lived tegether. 


Interviewer: Who did the shopping? 


Hiura: My wife did the shopping: 


Interviwer: With a large f 
Hiura: Yes we did. 


+nterviewer: You were able 


amilies ate at the same table. 


amily Living together aa a lively time? 


te help each other and consequently felt closal to each 


other in time like that. | | 

Hiura: Yes. We did feel close toe each other. 

Interviewer: I want to ask you a little more abeut yeur experience in the 
Relocation Center. Was Church very active during that time? De yeu think that 
Church was helpful in your experience ? 

Hiura: Yes ,it was. 

Interviewer: You said that when you returned, however, there were some who 

were unfriendly and seme were friendly. 

Hiura: Yes. 

Interviwewer: When did you purchase this particular heuse you live in now? 
eweritet #did it cost? 

Hyura: It cost us aboub $30,000. 

Interviewer: How large is this heuse? 

Hiura: There are five baavenn en the main floor and abeve the garage. we 

have two extra bedrooms. 

Interviwer: It is a large heuse isn't it. How are the neighbers te your 
family? | 

Hiura: They are very nice and we have no complaints. 

Interviwer: What is the mest painful Seecicas you had after you teturned 

to Watsenville? . 

Hiura: Wen our trusted friends refused te even speak to us and had little feeling 
teward us. This was the most painful thing for us. Some Electrician told me that 
Iwill never go to your place. | 

Interviewer: Isn't it strange ee Deep Ae who have direct relationship with your 
business act that way? There must have been a deep hatred against you? 


Hiura: Yes 
One of the worst case was when an Electrician refused te put the light on the 


Buddhist Church. This was quite a problem at that time. It lasted for quite 


some time. 


Hae 
Interviswer: Tf the electrician refused to put the Light the company behind the 


> AA 
worker was Tere the same kind of feeling toward the Japanese people at that time. 


Don't you thikk go? 

Hiura: 1 think so- 

Interviwer: I understand aise that yeu had a eich’ WH kes fer ae cars 
and had to go UW to Santa Cruz te purchase it. 

Hiura: Yes, you are right. | 

Interviwer: Please tell me about your family. 

Hiura: Father's name 1s Sakamatsu Hiura mother Ayame « e 

Interviwer: They eed in Sebastapool where you joined, from Japan. 

Hiura: I pave tbrothess hares , William both in Chicago. William is an 
Optometrist West coast I have Geowge, Dentist, Tilomas, ‘Dentist, twe sisters, #4 
Wilfred and. Pearsy T have children Lloyd, Clarence, Bob, Clarence, Paul, 
iit 

Daniel, and David. ALL off them except Paul are Pharmacists. 

Interviwer: Ihe reason these people were able to educate themselves was 

pecause yous father started the business ywhich you succeeded and helped 

your prothers and children to be educated. 50; your work W as a trem endous 

work and accomplishment. 


Hiura: This all roots abck te the time when I first went to Alameda and 


realized that in this country you have te be educated in order to succeed. 


Semehew this made me determine to help teward the end fer my prethers d#and childr 


be educated. Church has much te de in my decision te de my best teward this 


end. 7 
Interviewer: IT suppese yeu were able te see the fact that here in U.S.A you 


have te specialize in semething and you need education fer that. 


5 


sitey, 
“Yh, 
_, 


5 
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It was wonderful that you had such visien when yeu were still se young. 


Hiura: Yes. 

Interviewer: Church is net able te peint eut its missien in a cencrete way 
but during the ceurse ef a long life time yeu could tell that it had variety of 
impact in yeur life, don't we. 

Hiura: Yes. | 

Interviewer: Hew is your health? 

Hiura: I am well new. After my operation I have been feeling well. 
Interviewer: De you still golf? 

Hiura: Yes,I de. 

Interviewer: That's fine. I understand that yeur family gather ence a year to 
| Hage self teurnament. It's a wenderful thing, isn't it? When is it that 

you have this get-tegether? | 

Hiura: We get together en fourth ef July every year. 

Interviewer: I knew that yeu hold a Memerial service at that time to pay 
tribute te yeur parents. 

‘Hiura: Yes, we de. About 50 or sixty people gather fer that eccasion. 

We have been helding it since "Mama" passed away. 

Interviewer: Hew many grandchildren de yeu have? 

Hiura: Abeut 16 te 17. I den't remember the exact number at this# time. 
Interviewer: Yeu still have seme relative live in Sebastapeel, den"t yeu? 
Wie ove their name? 

Hiura: Their name is Fujiwara and he practice Dentistry there. 

Interviewer: Se, yeu still have reets in Sebastapeel, which is your eld 
stamping greund? | 

Hiura: Yes. | Ae 
Interviewer: Your daughter (whe is married te Dr.Fujiwara Hae ay children? 
Hiura : She has feur children. 


Interviewer: You de have deep reots there in Sebastapool. I see. 


ae, | 
Hiura: Yes, indeed I have a deep tie with Sebastapeel. 


Interviewer: Hew old are you new? 

Hiura: I will be 70 years eld this year. Se I am pretty old. 
Interviewer: 70 is young fer an Issei, I think. 

Thank yeu very much fer your patience. 


Hiura: You are welcome. 


Comment: Being the first ueevien I made mistake in handling the tape 
recerder, se actually I had three interview with him. But, he was very 
patient and kind all the sane Mrs. Hiura served tea and left fer anether 
errand, so we had a wendeful fellewship inspite ef my blunders. I enjoyed 


the interview very much. O.K, 


o 


